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Fires the Plain 
$3.50. 


Ooka, Shohei 


Knopf. July 246p. 


Fires the Plain could well the first Japanese novel 
bring American readers the stark understatement 
human terror, pain, and loss which the Japanese 
film has already brought the American screen. With 
classic realism, Shohei Ooka, (rhymes with O-coca), 
has made his story Japanese soldier symbol 
the experience defeat. Step bitter step, moves 
from one phase dissolution down the next. With 
delicately slender lines, depicts the suppuration 
traditional values and their replacement others, 
irrational and absurd, generated from corruption and 
decay, and forced upon man the oppressive limita- 
tions being this man these circumstances. The 
artist here manifests himself and might not too 
far-fetched say that this the first novel from the 
Orient that effectively translates the existential moif 
into terms understandable both East and West. 


The hero, Tamura, sick reject, bit flotsam 
the debris defeated army. Cast out hospital 
for lack self-supporting rations, unwanted 


fellows caught the moment the Philippine defeat, 
becomes enemy “the others.” them 
represents nothing but another scrounger, another 
mouth consume leavings that would otherwise 
theirs. Ironically, each one “the others” represents 
the same the remainder the group. The possessor 
extra raw potato becomes the object the col- 
lective hatred the rest. Thus, each man alone. 
Each man suffers the terrible absence friendship, 
for usefulness has now come serve the only 
medium deeper communication between man and 
man. 


Yasuda, “the cynical seducer café waitress takes 
under his wing the timid bastard son maid,” 
Nagamatsu. ulcerated leg forces Yasuda make 
use Nagamatsu’s services and Nagamatsu, with weak 
resentment, trades Yasuda’s carefully doled tobacco 
leaves for food. Eventually, even tobacco fails pro- 
vide and Nagamatsu goes hunting expeditions for 
“monkey meat,” the flesh dead fellow soldiers. 
Tamura suffers ethical qualms about eating chunk 
his own flesh. But when his right hand reaches out 
cut the flesh another human being, his left hand 
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compulsively prevents both the act and its cannabalis- 
tic intention. 

The murder frightened Philippine woman causes 
Tamura suffer out need punished. His 
remorse piles itself upon reflections about God and the 
need transfigured. meditates death and 
life, and finds the acceptance death liberation 
his spirit, the anxiety for survival enslavement 
his person. ends finally unable find his place 
either with God man, confused but hopeful the 
existential void. 

All through this novel’s restrained pages there flows 
perception the beauties nature and the relation- 
ship they bear the despairing, lonely wretch destined 
the lord nature. Water, sky, hills, plains figure 
vitally the cool, detached attitudes Tamura takes 
toward his own feelings and his pain. The images are 
all sensuous, full contrasts; and Tamura’s physical 
flight safety lends meaning the reflections made 
his spirit. fact, the fires the plain that Tamura 
sees from time time symbolize his seeking into the 
unknown after positive truth. The fires are the 
visible symbols the men who set them. They are 
the enemy Tamura’s body, just the unknown and 
the invisible are the enemies his mind. 


Obviously, from what has been said above, Fires the 
Plain for readers with strong stomachs only; but 
fine and thoroughly human book which the mature 
discriminating reader will find rewarding. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Shute, Nevil the Beach 


Morrow. July 320p. $3.95. 


For the last eleven years the thinking portion the 
population the world has been confronted with the 
haunting spectre great menace striding across the 
land. The name the menace Radioactivity. 
silent, stealthy, deadly, with only the whispered 
screaming warning the geiger counter tell its 
lethal presence. Where its feet have touched but 
lightly there sickness that more than sickness; and 
where its footsteps can seen boldly, there terrible 
death. indeed the finale menace mankind, and 
the child man’s own insatiable thirst for de- 
struction. 

This the background for Nevil Shute’s latest novel. 
When the novel opens, the Great War has already 
been fought between Russia and America, and between 
Russia and China, with all the northern hemisphere 
gradually drawn into the conflict. Now the war over. 
The sounds the battle are stilled, and over the lands 
and the sea lanes the world the breezes blow quietly 
along their accustomed paths. But this year they 
not bring spring again; they bring silent death. Over 
the whole the northern hemisphere death has spread 
its noiseless blanket, and there silence. Slowly the 
radioactivity has filtered south, and slowly the cities 
wink out one one the inevitable horror moves 
irresistably southward. 

The novel the story small community people 
Australia. the story the last men the 
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United States Navy, far from their customary shores, 
lost souls plying the sea lanes Australia because 
there United States home to. the story 
Australian Navy men whose world has suddenly 
become bounded the north the increased ticking 
the geiger counter they sail toward New Guinea 
and the Philippines. the story the husbands 
and wives who decide that they will forget the 
less booming fate moving closer, living world 
yesterday, refusing see that there will nothing 
left tomorrow. the tale people who look into 
the eyes death, and who cannot stand the cold fury 
that quiet stare, who glaze their own eyes and blind 
their vision with the warm comfort drunken sleep, 
the terrible story the children who look 
ingly the sky, not knowing that has become 
their enemy, not knowing that they will only 
dren for while, then dead children. Most all 
the story the little red pills you can procure 
any store that will bring surcease from fear sudden 


death today. 


would difficult put words all the emotions 
that this novel arouses. is, course, experience 
fear. But also experience hope. There 
quietness this book that never lost sound. 
And there are moments desperate expectation, 
when the submarine sails through the sheltering depths 
the ocean find out why, the soundless death 
America, there still radio transmitter sending spo 
radic dots and dashes across the world Australia. 


You honestly can’t afford miss this most 
distinguished novel. But more than that book 


that will make you sit back your chair for long 
time afterwards, haunted the one thought that will 
not leave you, that this came about, this last horror, 
because nation felt that its national honor demanded 
that should wrap its bombs cobalt. 


Frank O’Gorman, 


University Scranton 


Mason, Richard The World Suzie Wong 
World. July 24,1957. 345p. $3.95. 

The world Suzie Wong the Nam Kok the 
Wanchai district Hong Kong, and the Nam Kok 
shoddy hotel which rents out its rooms the patrons 
the bar who wish private quarters for more intimate 
acquaintance with their choice from among the many 
complaisant Chinese girls who frequent the bar. Suzie’s 
Chinese name Wong Mee-ling; but following the 
fashion the girls the Nam Kok bar, she has 
adopted “western” name: Suzie, which she writes 
with the capitalized and reverse. Robert Lomax, 
British veteran the China-Burma-India theater 
fighting World War II, returned Malaya 
assistant manager rubber estate; but found the 
work and the life there increasingly distasteful and bor- 
ing, turned sketching and painting and, encouraged 
having fourteen his pieces included 
tion London Gallery, decided risk his savings 
for year painting Hong Kong. rented 
third-floor corner room the Nam Kok without realiz 
ing what the nature the hotel was. Inevitably, 
falls love with Suzie Wong and she with him. But, 
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course, the path this romance beset with pitfalls 
and storms. 


That this sordid material handled with almost 
good taste and great deal sympathy, 
reminiscent Somerset Maugham, will not recom- 
mend the average reader. will, one suspects, 
distasteful many; and those seeking sensational 
lubricity will much disappointed. However, 
long look into the declassee life people who ruefully 
admit, most these girls, that they are “nasty 
bum girl who make-lovey for money,” illumined 
with compassion for human weakness and lightened, 
too, with the comic ironies the human condition. 
The discriminating and mature adult may find 
intriguing novel, only for its persuasive picture 
Hong Kong several different levels. 


Suzie has sickly baby she trying raise properly 
care amah; she works the one occupation she 
knows—she illiterate and cannot obtain any other 
work except slave wages sweat shops—to save 
money educate this baby into real gentleman. 
Tragedy strikes when the rickety apartment house 
which she lives collapses one night heavy rain- 
storm while she and Robert are dinner good 
restaurant. The amah and the baby are dead. Suzie 
not only inconsolable but also catches chill which 
precipitates the tuberculosis she has become victim of. 
Robert eventually becomes successful painter, de- 
marries Suzie after her recovery and, after taking 
her London, returns with her the East. 


The World Suzie Wong is, indeed, oriental Vie 
Boheme. not shocking; only sentimental. And 
sentimentlity sometimes more shunned than 


the shocking. 
Grady, S.]., 


University Scranton 


Dexter, Charles The Street Kings 


Holt. July 436p. $4.95. 

Robert Carr, earl Somerset, very natural choice 
for protagonist historical novel. virtue his 
appearance and character found favor with king 
who, though not actually homosexual, liked have 
handsome young men around him; virtue the 
king’s friendship rose from complete obscurity 
earldom and some the highest offices the state. 
Furthermore, was, the conventional sense the 
term, romantic figure. Frances Howard was willing 
adopt strange measures, and apparently did fact 
adopt few, quit the earl Essex that she 
might marry Somerset. Finally, Somerset came his 
downfall not through ordinary court intrigue but 
being considered—unjustly seems—accessory the 
most famous murder the reign James that 
Sir Thomas Overbury. sensational was Carr’s career 
that afforded abundant material for the ballad mon- 
gers, poetasters, and letter writers his own age; 
strange that comparatively little has been written about 
recent times. Now Charles Dexter comes forward 
with novel that makes the most the lurid elements 
Carr’s story, gives good picture life the court 
King James, and leaves Somerset less intelligible than 
should be. 


Dexter Yourcenar 143 


This popularization history follows quite faithfully 
the generally accepted version Somerset’s life and 
Overbury’s death, and gives readable account 
the times that could bell worthwhile were 
not for the cheap vulgarity concentrated the first 125 
pages and lightly sprinkled through other parts; viti- 
ates the work whole. should add word about 
the Latin used the dialogue: the Latin expressions 
used the magician and Sir Daniel Dun may have 
ben mangled intentionally but flagrante libidino, even 
put into the mouth archbishop. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Yourcenar, Marguerite Coup Grace 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. July 22,1957. 151p. $3.00. 
The difficulty with this new work Marguerite Your- 
cenar that, for all its brevity, leaves one with 
sense time wasted the reading. The story seems 
just too slight worth even the modest number 
pages given it. Most critics considered the very ex- 
pansive Memoirs Hadrian rather satisfying fare de- 
spite the author’s patient examination the convolu- 
tions Hadrian’s mind; this second book, however, 
though much smaller scope and briefer narration, 
comparatively insipid. 


The events narrated have their tragic possibilities. They 
are adapted, according Mme. Yourcenar, from true 
autobiographical sketch. The narrator soldier 
fortune, Erick von Lhomond, who, like Joseph Con- 
rad’s Marlow, must speak out when has audi- 
ence. Wounded the Spanish civil war and sent back 
Germany, has two auditors during long wait 
railroad station, tells the story his love 
affair the Russian border during the stirring days 
1917-1918. commanded small group waging 
guerilla war against the red army; his headquarters 
were the home his old friend, Conrad. The major 
complication his life was Conrad’s sister, Sophie. 
Sophie made the mistake faling love with Erick, 
who could not return her love, part because his 
affection toward her was always fraternal, part be- 
cause was much more attracted his own sex than 
the oposite one and was the time really love 
with Conrad. Still Erick could not avoid sexual jeal- 
ousy toward the lovers that Sophie, her desperation, 
accepted. After being made more and more wretched 
Erick’s confusing and frustrating attitude, Sophie 
finally went over the enemy; when she was captured 
bitter fight and was slated for death, Sophie in- 
sisted that Erick the executioner. Now can 
more forget her than the mariner could the albatross. 


Tragedy implicit these happenings, but this 
narration unfortunately remains implicit; never 
realized. Sophie really should the tragic substance 
the story, but she remains pathetic accident. Thus 
the burden sustaining interest and winning sympathy 
left the narrator, whose intense preoccupation with 
himself boring when ought fascinating. Any- 
one who liked Knut Hamsun’s Pan, however, will prob- 
ably enjoy Coup Grace. 
William Hill, S.J. 
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Brown, Eugene The Locust Fire 
Doubleday. July 18,1957. 191p. $3.25. 

This another story World War II, written 
participant, with slanted idea that his experiences 
differed from that ten million others. true that 
George Lewis had some reversals that tried his soul 
and very being; but did millions others this 
conflict. 

The author has message, the uselessness and futility 
human sacrifice and the real man finding himself 
the “trial fire”; but has been told before and 
better. 

George Lewis radio man the transport run 
China because wanted stay the Air Force after 
had washed out the pilot’s school account 
after hours studies female anatomy. spite the 
poor food and accommodations and the “crates” that 
were used for flying, resisted the flesh-pots China 
until his period rotation was lengthened. Then 
found nightly surcease from his pangs with the girls 
who longer set the price but accepted what they 
were given, and had taken away the next day the 
troops the Chinese garrison. 

transferred another unit and, assigned the 
commanding officer, only flies when his superior 
wants get the required flight time draw his 
flight pay. The war ends and still “rotting” 
China when flies some Nationalist troops combat 
the Communists. has parachute, but the troops 
not; and, when the plane develops trouble and the 
pilot and co-pilot leap safety, George fights the war 
with himself and—the story comes end. 

This realistic tale the daily travail air-men 
who served China, told plain but forceful lan- 
guage. Full memories for those who were there, 
information for those who weren’t; but suitable for 


adults only. 
John Cullen, Lt. Cmdr., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Lamorisse, The Red Balloon 
Doubleday. July 20,1957. 48p. $2.95. 

The charming little story lonely boy and big red 
balloon that follows him about the streets Paris, 
school, church, his home flat, which has been 
made into currently successful color film presented 
this 12” book copiously illustrated with color 
photographs made during the 
filming the story Paris. recommends itself 
fine gift for child’s birthday Christmas. And 
adults will find not only amusing but somehow en- 
chantingly nostalgic. 


Buck, Pearl 
Day. July 252p. $3.75. 


Showing that loving familiarity with China and the 
Chinese that pervades much her writing, Pearl 
Buck Letter from Peking brings mature readers 
the story Elizabeth, introspective American 
woman living out lonely years the Vermont farm 
her childhood, separated from her half-Chinese hus- 
band, Gerald MacLeod, the vicissitudes the Com- 
munist regime the land her adoption. 


Letter from Peking 


Best SELLERs 


Elizabeth who tells her story, always the present 
tense, always with sensitive feeling for the beauty 
words. the opening paragraph learn the tragic 
letter she receives from her husband September 25, 
1950, smuggled out China great risk. 
assures her his undying love and told her the 
terrible communist pressure put upon him repudiate 
her and their young son Rennie, curse his non- 
Chinese blood, and choose another woman. closes 
begging her understanding and asking her permission 
take “temporary wife.” 

With Elizabeth retrace the days, feeling the com. 
pelling magnetism Gerald MacLeod for her when 
student Radcliffe she first sees the handsome young 
man then attending Harvard. “For indeed there 
some magic the mingling blood.” Against the 
wishes her prim, Bostonian mother she marries 
Gerald, and theirs lyrically happy union. She 
grows love his China hers, especially the proud 
and ancient capital city Peking where Gerald heads 
university. Came Communism, and the only safety 
and Rennie lay flight—temporary, they 

But the brotherhood man still only expression 
and Rennie personifies the tragedy too many children 
who are the offspring interracial marriage. 
was China,” told his mother bitterly, “they 
called foreigner. did not care then, for thought 
had country—another country. thought was 
America.” Then, speaking Allegra, his first love: 
“She afraid what carry veins, the genes, 
the ancestry, the irrevocable part me, that which 


cannot change.” 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Wibberley, Leonard Take Your President 
Illustrations Ronald Wing. Putnam. July 12, 1957. 
186p. $3.50. 

Another the author’s amusing fictional solutions 
serious world problems, this one the armaments race. 
The plot ingenious (if unlikely); the solution pro 
posed has its elements probable success; the char- 
acters are wholly plausible and perhaps the book’s best 
feature; the situations hilarious their implications, 
but seldom keyed high enough; and the pace little 
slow. Every once while, the author’s sharp 
phrase provokes chuckle, for instance when 
identifies the Tower London “that convenient 
filing cabinet for the politically inept.” And again, “The 
great genius the British people lies their ability 
take firm stand and follow immediately with 
wise compromise.” Caustic but less apt the 
scription the Nevada plateau spot deserted 
and lacking facilities for sustaining life that the 
United State had given the Indians.” 


brief, the story concerns Yorkshireman known 
his fellow-villagers “A—1,” thanks his habit 
commending what approved, who lives the 
tiny hamlet Mars. England, and who sure that, 
given hour’s talk with world leaders, can point 
out the way lasting peace. The year 1960, 
and the English have just completed long-range 
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rocket, into which strays and which acci- 
dently sets off. Landing Nevada, clad formi- 
dable space suit, grandly bids the Indians and the 
white agent who find him and think from outer 
space “Take your President.” Once the 
White House and conference with the heads 
Russian, British and American governments, pro- 
poses plan simple that the harassed leaders, embar- 
rassed their individual predicaments, accept whole- 
heartedly. 

Neatest feat achieved the author his careful build- 
plausibility for the unlikely elements his story, 
plausibility which carries the reader along compla- 
cently. Most enjoyable feature, far this writer 
concerned, the author’s ability tick off various 
national weaknesses and characteristics 


fashion. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Loring, Emilie Look the Stars 
Little, Brown. June 24,1957. 252p. $3.50. 


Look the Stars filled with the unique Emilie Loring 
blend romance, intrigue and “Society” which makes 
her novels popular with host readers. (Direct 
quote from book jacket.) this reader’s belief that 
this alleged readers” use the gift shoppe and 
drugstore lending libraries their sole source read- 
ing material, perhaps they merely wait for whatever 
served them the Sunday supplements. This 
romantic novel the dullest sense the words. 
The hero tall, handsome, socially impeccable Bos- 
tonian Scott Pelham. The heroine, one led be- 
lieve, impecunious secretary Maureen Tenny, but she 
really lovely, brave and socially very impeccable 
Faith Randolph. Anyway, the hero calls the heroine 
“Princess,” which shows how feels about her. In- 
volved also are $100,000 missing securities, Scott’s 
manservant, John Tinker, ex-marine, loyal, tough, only 
stupid; wealthy aristocratic old Philip Pepperell 
and his equally aristocratic wife; sinister character 
blue Homburg; acidulous Lucy Wheeler who spreads 
lies like virus, and quantity other mildly unin- 
teresting characters, all whom are also socially im- 
peccable strictly lower strata. The whole thing, 
though harmless, pretty dull. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Newby, Revolution Roses 
Knopf. July 22,1957. $3.50. 


Egypt the close Farouk’s reign the setting for 
comedy that mixes romance with riot, the same kind 
incongruous ingredients Newby sees the earnest 
lunacy the Naguib revolution. never lets his 
satire become doctrinaire unilateral, however, and 
thus the reader has his fun without embroilment 
Political controversy. The result admirable blend 
sharp observation, bright humor, and skillful writing. 


Vacationing world cruise from her London news- 
Paper job, Elaine Brent comes Alexandria just 
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time cover the harem angle the nationalist uprising 
breaks out. journalistic dedication she enters the 
country without visa and promptly becomes involved 
red tape and romance. Tim Blainey, shipboard 
conquest, follows her and finds immediate rival 
Lt. Yehia, the Naguib supporter who discovers Elaine’s 
illegal entry. 
This worthy patriot apprehends Tim and demands in- 
struction how court Englishwoman effectively; 
and while thus busy with the prescribed roses, 
Yehia permits Farouk, whom should guarding, 
escape Ras el-Tin Palace. Elaine and Tim are 
taken into custody co-conspirators against the na- 
tional security and ordered write their confessions. 
This action provides the British vice-consul with 
ideal pretext take over the country, but fails 
get ambassadorial backing. 

Meantime Yehia, conscious that the revolution and 
Elaine are the great crisis his life, crushed that 
has failed with both. His chance redemption comes 
when grandiosely storms the palace—with op- 
position—and recaptures Farouk. Elaine put aboard 
the yacht when the king sent into exile. Later Yehia, 
military attaché the new regime, pursues her 
London, where Tim also still seeking her hand. With 
wile that useful both love and diplomacy, Elaine 
plays one off against the other; and the book closes 
unsettled rivalry Yehia and Tim, outfitted frilly 
aprons, help Elaine with the dishes. 


assortment other characters broadens the satire 
and deepens the fun while also bolstering the story 
beyond this simple outline. The most enjoyable 
them are the Dragoumis family, headed wild 
Greek merchant who has new brand non-Aris- 
totelian logic that building into crackpot politi- 
cal philosophy called Selectivism. The pompous heroics 
Colonel Emad el-Dine the Naguib forces also have 
their part picturing the sensitive self-importance 
newborn nationalism. 
There are occasional touches slapstick, but for the 
most part Newby’s humor neither obvious nor boister- 
ous. preserves generally mock-serious tone that 
adds subtlety and brightness the narration. The 
fun, moreover, arises from every aspect: plot 
mendous trivialities; setting spectacular irrational- 
ity; collection characters who seem very real but 
upon reflection explode into caricature. Much the 
laughter, fact, follows the reading; only then, for 
example, does one realize that Newby, reporting the 
British amusement Egyptian flimflam, has been smil- 
ing those who are themselves amused. Any mature 
reader should enjoy sharing the comedy with him. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Schuman, Frederick 
Russia Since 1917: Four Decades 
Soviet Politics 


Knopf. July 22, 1957. 508p. and Biographical and Gen- 
eral Indexes. $6.50. 


The jacket blurb describes Frederick Schuman’s latest 
offering brilliant and thoroughly documented re- 
interpretation Soviet Russia’s domestic and foreign 
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affairs...” Brilliant style and readability. The 
Russian and Soviet canvas springs life under the 
author’s pen. Copious and lengthy quotations, com- 
plemented ample footnotes, indicate familiarity with 
the pertinent literature. appendix even includes 
the English text the latest Soviet Constitution. How- 
ever, facts require interpretation, and here documenta- 
tion may well selective. Complete documentation 
impossible one volume work this scope, but 
the general effect Russian Since 1917 leaves the 
reader wondering why that the Soviet Union, de- 
spite its obvious mistakes, always seeking and striving, 
whereas the United States and its western allies are 
consistently blundering and conniving vis-a-vis the 
Soviet Union? Others have evaluated United States’ 
others, the author, have damned it, but have pointed 
accusing fingers misguided misleading advisors. 
policy over the past forty years. Some have upheld it; 
Each turn careful “document” the conclusions 
preferred. 

That the author knows history, and 
especially, none will question. his book, revision 
and modernization his earlier Soviet Politics, 
traces the emergence the modern Soviet state from 
earliest Slavic history. His palimpsest, colorful and 
broad, reaches again into the days when the earliest 
Slavs (origin from slava, “glory” means certain) 
and Mongols wandered, battled, and settled the 
lands now known the Soviet Union and 
From there stretches through Kiev, the formation 
Muscovy, Russian unification, the Romanovs and the 
latest reaches Soviet foreign policy. This treatment 
the Communist “marches” calls for comment 
Franco, China, the Middle East, the Korean “stale- 
mate” and even Hungary. course, the United 
States and “McCarthyism” are not neglected. But the 
author’s comment and broad generalizations these 
latter fields simply underline the fact that none can 
sure-footed universal specialist. The single statement: 
“Huge subsidies money and arms (actually 
about $200 worth barbed wire, Congressional in- 
vestigation) were wasted the ubiquitous graft and 
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irresponsibility the Nationalist regime” (p. 388) 
dicates that the Chinese phase Soviet and Com. 
munist activity hardly merited serious investigation, 
The accusation reminiscent the era when the 
Chinese Communists posed merely “agrarian 
formers.” Similarly, the rest the canards Franco 
and Korea receive brief mention and apparent 
ance. 
Compared with the author’s earlier Soviet Politics, 
latest book offers little change viewpoint. has 
been brought date with fleeting review events 
the last decade. However, the gaps and semantic 
coloring prevent from being definitive its line. 
doubt will receive scathing review New 
but merely for that reason should not merit unquali- 
fied acceptance among non-Communist historians. The 
existence and stability the Soviet regime over forty 
years deserves serious thought the part the west 
with regard policy and action vis-a-vis the Com- 
munist world. However, the same token four 
decade life, Communism and its citadel, the Soviet 
Union, merits judged. wonder the author un- 
consciously revealed his inner sympathies while looking 
the embalmed bodies Stalin and Lenin during his 
recent visit. “(Stalin’s) mien was more that 
stunted and twisted son Georgian cobbler—in con- 
trast Lenin, who after years sepulchral repose 
appeared pale and waxy, but still exuded aura 
immense intelligence, intense energy, human sympathy 
and nobility spirit” (p. This for the man 
who life proclaimed that “it matters not three- 
fourths the world perish. What does matter that 
the remaining fourth communist.” 

Walter Jaskievicz, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 

Maranon, Gregorio 
Tiberius: The Resentful Caesar 

Duell, Sloan Pearce. July, 1957. 234p. $3.75. 
Tiberius, with the sub-title The Resentful Caesar, 
translation the original Spanish, Tiberio: Historio 
Gregorio The biography has been acclaimed 
Europe one the best works from the pen the 
illustrious Dr. The translation, made 
Warre Bradley Wells, with foreword Ronald 
Syme, Camdem Professor Ancient History the 
University Oxford, has preserved the fascinating 
appeal the original. The book should prove both 
interesting and profitable historian 
alike. 
The Annals Tacitus, The Twelve Caesars 
tonius, and the Histories Rome Dion Cassius and 
Velleius Paterculus are the main sources all 
know about the public private life Tiberius. 
these may added some purely incidental references 
found Josephus’s Jewish Antiquities, well sev 
eral others found Philo, Juvenal, Ovid, the Plinys, 
and the Spaniard Seneca. All these names should 
attract the attention the classicist; for Dr. 
work fills the background these references. 
the other hand, his original interpretation the data 
contained them, should challenge historians. 
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Dr. Marafién does not claim write “yet another” 
biography Tiberius. Both archaeological and epi- 
graphic research modern times has added nothing 
any importance the data already contained the 
historians and authors enumerated above. does, 
however, claim offer study this data interpreted 
the light principles modern scientific psychol- 
origin, the growth, and the motivating force that 
within Tiberius, due the circum- 
stances and environment his life, which calls the 
passion resentment. This fermentation, avers, 
the key understanding the dual personality 
Tiberius. 

The author devotes very penetrating chapter his 
theory resentment. After several descriptive defini- 
tions, Dr. discusses turn the relationship 
existing between resentment and generosity, affection, 
intelligence, envy, and hatred; with timidity, gratitude, 
and hypocrisy; with social success; with age, sex, and 
aesthetics; with appearance; with humour; and finally 
with success. then applies the characteristics 
these relationships the character Tiberius. 
outlines how resentment took root within the future 
emperor during his exile childhood; how was in- 
creased domestic tragedy; nurtured his own love- 
life; and matured the clash the Julian versus the 
Claudian clan. This resentment received special 
from the impact such characters Antonia 
and his faithful well unfaithful friends. His 
whole life was spent environment political 
intrigue and moral corruption, especially regarding the 
marriage bond. This environment sublimated the 
“fermentation” resentment which the key the 
dual personality and arbitrary conduct Tiberius. 

Part this work puts the spotlight the pro- 
tagonist himself, Tiberius. Hitherto the author has 
sketched the figure Tiberius from the outside, “from 
the standpoint the men, the women, and the pas- 
sions surrounding him.” Now compares his findings 
with direct study the emperor himself. From what 
has preceded, not difficult grant Dr. 
theory that the arbitrary conduct Tiberius, his con- 
tradictions character, are explained the passion 
resentment within him. His kindness and cruelty; 
his strength will and his timidity; his political suc- 
cess and failure; his persecution religions and belief 
astrology; his final abnormality and madness—all are 
explained the passion resentment within him. 
Not all will, perhaps, all the way with Dr. 
But all, the reviewer thinks, will grant the plausibility 
his theory. The work well documentated, schol- 


arly, and fascinating. 
Oswald Reinhalter, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Cruickshank, Helen Gere (Editor) 
John and William Bartram’s America 
Illustrated Francis Lee Jaques. Devin-Adair. June 
418p. $5.00. 
Fourth the publisher’s “American Naturalists Series,” 
under the general editorship Farida Wiley, this 
volume offers, the subtitle explains, “Selections from 
the Writings the Philadelphia Naturalists.” 
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John Bartram and his son, William, were two this 
country’s earliest naturalists and founders the first 
botanical garden our hemisphere. Historians, ex- 
plorers and ecologists, father and son penetrated deep 
into the wilderness the South, frequently charting 
their separate ways into unmapped regions previously 
untouched white man. 
Mrs. Cruickshank, who now makes her winter home 
Florida and familiar with the territory traversed 
the Bartrams, complimented her editing 
these journals, which was far from easy task. 
the volume stands, five the chapters are John 
while the last twelve are William. read- 
ability, the second section far the better, since 
William added some color his descriptions the 
newly discovered plants and animals, and enlivened 
his account with some pointed sidelights primitive 
Indian life this region. 

Technically well presented, the book has adequate 
biographical sketch John and William Bartram, and 
thoroughly indexed. Furthermore, its usefulness 
enhanced the addition comprehensive glossary, 
well the fact that the editor has furnished 
references the sources quotations. Not 
overlooked, either, are the attractive black-and-white 
drawings illustrator Jaques (incidentally, spelled 
Jacques the title page). Although the book may 
hold some appeal the adult reader interested early 
Americana and natural history, essentially study 
for the naturalist whose interest lies botany, orni- 


thology, etc. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Coles, Samuel Preacher with Plow 
Houghton, Mifflin. July 11,1957. 241p. $3.50. 

Samuel Coles, the son American Negroes who 
had been slaves the time the Civil War, was 
Congregationalist minister and agricultural missionary 
Africa who died March, 1957. From this simply- 
told and often touching chronicle his important work 
there, emerges man great physical and moral 
strength. There little here about his preaching 
formal religious work, but the witness his life and 
his wholehearted attention the many problems 
the African native unmistakably Christ-like. 

Sam Coles has some remarkably blunt things say 
about the natives—things that perhaps white man 
could not say with much chance being heard. But 
the habit pointing out shortcomings and outlining 
techniques for overcoming them has been “the key 
success Negro institutions the United States such 
Hampton and Tuskegee and it’s the kind attitude 
that going move Africa and the Africans.” 

turned out, his vocation was move part 
continent upwards, both economically and spiritually. 
For, early his career missionary sponsored 
the American Board Congregational Christian 
Churches the Portuguese colony Angola the 
southwest coast Africa, got firm grasp the 
idea that man needs measure economic independ- 
ence before capable human, free, and respon- 
sible action. fact, man requires certain degree 
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economic stability before can serve God 
should. Some saints perhaps have managed without 
it; but, for the majority mankind, the need remains 
and has been particularly acute Africa. After his 
first sermon, for instance, one the natives asked, 
“Mr. Coles, you know that when there hunger 
village the word God stalled? Mr. Coles, 
hunger makes men shameful things.” 
was this juncture that Sam Coles began his career 
teaching the natives how use plow and how 
train oxen pull it. taught them cultivate the 
rich river-bottom grasslands and introduced many 
crafts, finding from experience that “Africans are able 
grasp anything one really tries teach them.” 
was extraordinarily perceptive man whose insights 
into African character are illuminating. was quite 
successful being accepted the people, doubtless 
because saw with rare kind understanding and 
humility that the African, knowing his environment 
outsider can, the only one who ultimately 
able select what best for himself from all that 
offered from outside. 
Protestant readers, who are alarmed the increasing 
number Catholics the United States, will re- 
assured learn that was treated with respect 
the predominantly Catholic Portuguese government 
and that his relations with Catholic missionaries the 
area were generally cordial. 
would take someone more conversant with the ma- 
terial needs Angola evaluate the accuracy his 
diagnosis the economic situation there the wisdom 
all the remedies proposes. But his record thirty 
years agricultural missionary altogether im- 
pressive and gains immeasurably from the simplicity 
with which sets down for us. Most important 
all, the book example the kind reflective 
thinking from within that has been and going 
most beneficial for the race. 

William Walsh, 


Baltimore, Maryland 


Smart, Charles Adam Home Mexico 
Doubleday. July 18,1957. 215p. $3.75. 

Home Mexico is, the publishers say, guide 
retirement south the border. Several chapters give 
information such topics renting buying house, 
legal affairs and the Mexican temperament, and the 
problems domestic help. Two three others are 
concerned with the religious fervor the people. These 
chapters, written from personal point view, are 
both informative and entertaining. 

only Mr. Smart had written the whole book this 
vein, would well worth its price. Unfortunately, 
bares his soul us, telling pretty much 
failure teacher, farmer and writer. “The 
Poor Man’s Dilettante” discusses his own philosophy 
life. “Lady With Trowel” sketch his wife. 
These may fascinating his friends students 
psychology, but they are considerably less than fasci- 
nating the reader who just possibly wanted know 
about life Mexico. 

The most unfortunate chapter, this reviewer’s opin- 
ion, detailed discussion his cocker spaniel’s “love 
more than “animal pornography.” 


Except for the chapters mentioned above, the book can 
best characterized series essays, growing out 
experiences and reminiscences one man’s stay 
Mexico. There are two pages the end with notes 
money, papers, books, etc., which may helpful 
those considering retirement Mexico. Adults who 
have this mind, who don’t mind bit vulgarity 
and larger bit “true confession,” may find jp. 


teresting. 
Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Cary-Elwes, Columba, O.S.B. 
China and the Cross 
Kenedy. June 27,1957. 325p. $3.95. 


This very worthwhile and interesting book and 
will stake our professional reputation that you will 
agree with but the book—externally—does not 
much get reading. The title drab there 
Missionary History,” sounds very specialized and 
even dull. All these things conceal book which any 
adult who even mildly interested current events 
will find fascinating. Anyone who addition has 
interest China the Missions, will find hard 
put the book aside for eating sleeping—a trouble 
experienced the reviewer. 


The author easy introduction tells that one 
his friends expressed surprise that should 
simply that the story both immensely important 
whether either these elements emerges from the 
reading the pages that follow. 


This book seems much more than 
acters seem come alive there 
The author indicates his feelings but leaves room 
cause least some his book going resented 
and perhaps challenged There even subtle vein 
humor. 

The author the prior the new Benedictine priory 
and school St. Louis, Missouri. was born 
England, educated Oxford, friend Arnold 
Toynbee, who looked through parts the manuscript 
and “gave useful advice.” The author spent years 
writing the book “off and on” and this reflected 
the scholarship which clearly emerges. 


There are several things especially worthy comment. 
One that the book full excerpts from original 
documents. This itself not rare but the 
excerpts really mean something. Usually such are 
safely passed over but not this book—everyone adds 
the interest the text. The notes too the book 
have all the interest those Father Brodrick. 


Another thing the space and attention and sym 
pathy given the accounts the Protestant efforts 
China. Mention made Protestant Martyrs. The 
same may said the account the Nestorian 
sionaries. 
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The famous case the Chinese rites not skirted but 
dealt with directly pages and many other places 
passing way. The question the necessity 
native clergy treated and honest inquiry made 
why this fundamental approach has not been 
realized the past. 

The author says that there “little evidence” 
rove that St. Thomas visited China but surprise 
find that there some. will surprise many 
find that the Franciscans had very flourishing mis- 
sion China long before St. Francis Xavier arrived 
there. other words the book filled with many 
known and interesting facts. recommend 


you. 
James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Wallace, Irving The Square Pegs 


Knopf. July 22,1957. 312p. $5.00. 
biographical examination eccentricity should 
recommend itself great many readers the very 
nature the subject. People take uncommon 
interest odd behavior not because they secretly desire 
emulate but because they wonder how far one can 
before attracting the attention the men the 
white coats. 
Mr. Irving Wallace has selected for this volume the 
biographies eight persons whose zany conduct de- 
lighted newspaper readers the nineteenth century. 
And wherever they are they must highly gratified 
Mr. Wallace’s effort bringing their deeds before 
new public for all them had passion for publicity. 
The first the square pegs introduced the 
Baron James Harden-Hickey, novelist, lecturer and 
world traveler. 1893 Harden-Hickey summoned 
New York Tribune reporter his lodgings West 
36th Street and declared that was taking possession 
uninhabited island seven hundred miles off the 
coast Brazil. thereupon proclaimed himself King 
James the First Trinidad. due time issued 
postage stamps, established Order Chivalry. All 
his government would required wear 
mustaches Louis Napoleon.” When 1895 the 
British set cable station Trinidad King James 
from his chancellery 36th Street got off stern pro- 
test the United States Department State. Secre- 
tary State Richard Olney said that couldn’t make 
out the handwriting. The deposed King committed 
1870 George Francis Train Boston sped around 
the world eighty days. Jules Verne read this ex- 
ploit French periodical and began write “Around 
the World Eighty Days” with Phineas Fogg the 
hero. Other Square Pegs: Victoria Woodhull who ran 
for president the United States, Delia Bacon who 
attacked Shakespeare’s authorship the Plays, John 
Symmes who planned explore the interior the 
earth, Timothy Dexter who published book without 
Punctuation. 
One the most appealing biographies that Joshua 
orton, born London 1819. California the 
1850’s Norton won and then lost fortune. appears 
that lost his wits well for while brooding over his 
misfortunes which suffered under democratic form 
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government decided that this country needed the 
strong hand monarchy. Accordingly 1859 
proclaimed himself Norton Emperor the United 
States. Dressed general’s uniform with heavy 
saber his side Norton appeared all civic events 
San Francisco. Once issued decree abolishing 
Congress. issued bonds which sold for fifty cents 
and levied taxes which collected himself. His sub- 
jects paid readily for however large the assessment 
was contented with “two- four-bit piece.” 
dined the best restaurants, attended the theater, rode 
streetcars and trains without cost. Everywhere the 
ciy his imposture met with kindly indulgence. When 
overzealous policeman arrested him for vagrancy the 
Chief Police released him with profuse apology. 
his death January 1880, was given funeral 
befitting Emperor. Said the Alta California: “Since 
has worn the Imperial purple, has shed blood, 
robbed nobody, and despoiled the country one, 
which more than can said any his fellows 
that line.” 
All adult readers will enjoy this excursion into the land 
eccentricity. Mr. Wallace’s attitude amused toler- 
ance gives just the proper tone. 

James McDonough, 

St. John College, 

Cleveland 14, Ohio 


West, Morris Children the Shadows 
Doubleday. July 18,1957. 189p. $3.00. 

The story the street urchins Naples has been told 
before many forms. This book up-to-date sur- 
vey the plight these children, the “scugnizzi,” boys 
and girls whose only home the street. The author 
dressed himself derelict and, posing fugitive 
from justice, went into the areas frequented these 
children whose number reckoned the thousands. 
His description the corruption, squalor, vice and 
degradation Naples not pretty one. But his 
book not devoted only the evils Naples. There 
also its good side. 

The main good this story Father Mario Borelli, 
young priest fired with deep love and concern for 
the scugnizzi. With the permission his bishop, Fr. 
Borelli started his work with the children Naples 
1950. Living with them one them for four 
months, gained the confidence these unhappy 
youngsters. Taking over abandoned church, 
started his House the Urchins. Lacking most 
what America would consider essentials for run- 
ning institution, and operating with permissiveness 
which practically unknown here, Fr. Borelli organized 
his program. The first order the day was food and 
shelter. The means were limited: some from papal 
grant, the rest acquired selling items begged the 
flea markets. 

The children attend public schools, where their per- 
formance par with that other children. One 
serious problem had face was the attempt 
parents exploit the scugnizzi. Since most the 
urchins are runaways, parents try get the children 
back their often miserable homes and try extort 
goods from them. Generally, the chidren return 
Fr. Borelli. 
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The older boys are apprenticed tradesmen who, be- 
cause their fear competition and the desire 
exploit unskilled labor, teach the boys little, that 
their lot not much improved. 


The author feels that, until political corruption eradi- 
cated Italy and social conscience reborn, real 
hope exists for these and other unfortunate children. 
further feels that the Church the south Italy 
has not lived its role preaching social justice 
and criticism social evils. even goes far 
make charges that priests use the confessional win 
votes for the Christian Democratic Party. How this 
done author saith not, although one point un- 
blushingly describes himself “an acute, well-in- 
formed, shrewd observer uncanny judge 
character.” 


West’s solution the scugnizzi problem would ag- 
gressive action the part the Church the matter 
social justice, investigation Congress funds 
given Italy, greater sharing wealth rich com- 
panies, more wide-reaching education, and the involve- 
ment the Italian government and its people the 
problem. The reader may not agree with Mr. West all 
the way; but the story the urchins compelling 
one and one filled with much make all con- 


sider. 
John Baldi, M.S., 


University Scranton 


Frank, Jerome and Frank, Barbara Not Guilty 


Doubleday. July 18,1957. 261p. $3.75. 

Are you naive enough believe that because you are 
not lawbreaker, you will therefore not put 
prison? This book will certainly soon dispel that ridicu- 
lous illusion. case after case, the late Judge Jerome 
Frank, aided his daughter Barbara and Harold 
Hoffman, New York Lawyer, proves that innocent 
man may very easily sent prison and kept there 
indefinitely. terrifying thought. Judge Frank 
hoped that revealing the ease with which such in- 
justice can accomplished, public opinion might react 
and demand more safeguards for innocent people. 


Judge Frank emphasizes this book that many man 
sent jail simply because poverty. man who 
poor ordinarily can not hire competent lawyer be- 
cause the latter’s fee would too high. Even 
able lawyer would take the case, the client could not 
provide money that might needed locate missing 
witnesses, pay handwriting experts other such 
witnesses who might necessary. the other hand, 
the prosecution has practically unlimited amount 
money spend for locating witnesses, for hiring 
experts and for preparing air tight case against the 
defendant. Judge Frank observes, the prosecuting 
attorney seldom even concerns himself with the pos- 
sible innocence the man trial. His only objective 
get conviction, any means available. 


You will shocked, for example, the case Clif- 
ford Shephard North Plainfield, New 
rested 1935 for forgeries did not commit, was 
sent jail mainly because did not have the money 
hire handwriting expert testify for him. Emerg- 


ing from prison, Shephard hired the Burns Detective 
Agency discover the actual forger. This the agency 
did. man named Sullivan, then prison for ap. 
other crime, even admitted that had forged the 
checks that had sent Shephard jail. Handwriting 
experts corroborated Sullivan’s testimony. But the 
Board Pardons refused, year after year, from 1938 
1950, clear Shephard’s name, even though there was 
not the slightest evidence that had forged any 
checks. Finally 1950, Governor Driscoll ordered 
new Board Pardons study the case, with the 
sult that Shephard finally secured 
pardon. 


say that Americans should become concerned about 
the injustice meted out their courts 
statement. Justice which discriminates against the man 
who happens poor nothing but judicial injustice 
and accordingly condemned Judge Frank. You 
yourself may become victim. you not think 
read this book and convince yourself that “it can hap. 


pen here.” 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Williamson, Hugh Ross 

The Day They Killed the King 
Macmillan. July 30,1957. 206p. $3.75. 
the 30th January, 1649, Charles was taken out 
public place London and was beheaded. 
was executed after trial over which Cromwell 
brooded. was neither the first nor the last royal 
person die violent death, but many ways his 
death the most fascinating execution modern his 
tory. 


Williamson has gone back the sources. The whole 
gallery spectators are there, well the principal 
actors the drama, and they move across the stage 
speaking their parts their own words, history has 
given these words. They are miserable, noble, 
liant, stupid, sad, gloating. They beat down the 
less cry Charles cite authority, creating their own 
authority they need it, taunted the man who 
knows and who lets them know that their authority 
the edge the sword. They are confronted with the 
problem getting the actual blow struck the bent 
neck, and they are almost frantic their search find 
hands that will wield the ax. They are tortured 
doubt, but they are goaded the almost insane 
sardonic Cromwell. Finally they are fearfully exultant 
when the head lifted with blood streaming down 
upon the dead body. 


Williamson man who approaches history with all 
the instincts fine detective novelist. has fine 
sense story and excellent ear for suspense. 
does not try glop all with Williamson. The 
facts are dramatic enough, suspenseful enough for him, 
and does the finest job this subject you’d want 
see done. reads rapidly. you’ve evening 
free these warm summer months, you’ll find better 
one you spend over The Day They Killed the King. 


Frank O’Gorman 
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CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 


Thomas, Carolyn The Cactus Shroud 
Lippincott. June 19,1957. 224p. $2.95. 

This our candidate for the most ridiculous mystery 
the year. It’s the old chestnut girl virtue 
den evil, seeking her little sister. And before 
Linda finds Becky the reader treated the bromidic 
gimmick the “gee was almost caught then” school 
which was firmly established Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart. rate this about one cut above the parlous 
adventures the Bobbsey Turns. Our warning the 
reader: don’t get stung this “Cactus”! 


Upfield, Arthur 
The Bushman Who Came Back 
Doubleday. June 6,1957. 191p. $2.95. 


Detective Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte pursues crimi- 
nals relatively unexplored setting for mysteries; 
the Australian bush country. This our first meeting 
and interesting enough provoke our curiosity 
and expectancy novelty any others Nappie’s 
exploits. This time out the Inspector involved 
apprehending the brutal murderer the widow, Mrs. 
Bell, and investigating the sudden disappearance 
litle Linda Bell, probable witness the murder. 
Bonaparte gets little help from the aborigines until 
powerful medicine learn the whereabouts 
Ole Fren Yorky, suspected the murder. But like 
his counterparts the yard, Bonaparte implacable. 
And his pursuit Yorky onto dry lake the best 
thriller tradition. So, whether you’re field waiting 
good mystery down under mess worries 
you, too, should enjoy the chase the bushman who 
came back. 


Underwood, Michael Murder Made Absolute 
Washburn. June 19,1957. 206p. $2.75. 

Gethin Riley, Marcus King-Selman, Christopher Hen- 
ham—names that roll off the tongue with thunder and 
literary flavor—are some the characters this Eng- 
courtroom drama hit-and-run and murder the 
trial room. 

But this only interesting challenge Detective 
Superintendent Manton and Sergeant Talper. Mean- 
while, back the Queen’s Counsel Chambers, there 
isa second murder. Oh, these mad, mad Englishmen! 
Why must they out that noonday sun? But 
Manton our man and gets his woman! 


McLean, Allan Campbell 


The Carpet Slipper Murder 
Washburn. July 17,1957. 189p. $2.95. 


Inspector McLeod, former war hero, assigned 
Leighstone headquarters and given the job track- 


ing down the assassin Paul Renshaw, red-headed 


artist found alongside the highroad outside the 
Linsdown. tenant the cottage the grounds 
The Manor, where the last the Maitland-Jones 
are reigning and guarding precious collection Rom- 
paintings, Renshaw’s murder involves his landlords 
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and sundry the villagers. Sergeant Friday at- 
tending details, Scottish McLeod tells how went 
about unravelling the mystery. takes, seems, 
unconscionable time so. 


Innes, Michael Appleby Talks Again 
Dodd, Mead. July 15,1957. 189p. $2.95. 


Detective-Inspector John Appleby Scotland Yard 
tells some eighteen the cases which intrigued him. 
They are various and ingenious; but the telling them 
haps that the British taste short mystery fiction. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Mysteries: 

Nero Wolfe and Archie solve quiz murder 
Rex Stout’s Before Midnight, (Bantam A-1832, $0.35; 
I); and there are three short mysteries featuring the 
same pair each two other Bantam editions for 
the month: Triple Jeopardy, (A-1831, $0.35; I), and 
Three Witnesses, (A-1833, $0.35; Robert Die- 
trich’s Murder the Rocks, (Dell A-141, $0.25; IIb), 
concerns hard-drinking tax accountant, Steve Bentley, 
who rescues stolen emerald supposedly worth mil- 
lion dollars and solves two murders while fighting off 
the sexy Calvo sisters The Living End Frank 
Kane, (Dell A-142, $0.25; IIb), recounts how crummy 
little bum muggles into the radio disc-jockey racket 
with both eyes all the loot and larceny the traffic 
will bear; tough but timely Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart’s The Circular Staircase, (Dell D-197, $0.35; I), 
No. Dell’s Great Mystery Library. Though 
dated, this remains classic its genre Dana 
Moseley’s Dead Summer, (Dell 935, $0.25; IIb), 
sordid suspense story set rundown section 
midwestern city during hot spell. The one who 
killed not the one you expect Reliable the 
word for Agatha Christie, and Murder Hazelmoor, 
(Dell 937, $0.25; I), reliably complicated and amus- 
ing read Inspector Queen’s Own Case, the 
pseudonymous Ellery Queen, (Pocketbook 1167, $0.25; 
IIa), also reliably plotted and resolved Stephen 
Ransome’s The Men Her Death, (Permabook 
M-3091, $0.25; IIb), mixes blackmail and adultery 


motives for murder. 


Westerns: 


Frank O’Rourke one the competent and consist- 
ently entertaining range writers. Legend the Dust, 
(Ballantine 211, $0.35; I), good old gun-fanning 
the southwest sagebrush Long Storm Ernest Hay- 
cox, (Bantam A-1627, $0.35; second printing 
the 1950 paperback edition The Wild Bunch 
Ernest Haycox, (Bantam 1628, $0.25; I), third 
printing Bantam edition Ernest Haycox 
gets reprinting also Man the Saddle, (Dell 952, 
first was paperbacks Dell #618 
Dan Cushman’s Tall Wyoming, (Dell A-146, $0.25; 
through big-rancher versus small farmer feud 
Night Passage Norman Fox, (Dell 950, $0.25; 
mixes train holdup, kidnapping, outlaws and 
trouble shooter good tensely paced story which 
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will soon seen the screens starring James Stewart 
and Audie Murphy Max Brand another the 
western writers who turns out consistently good tales. 
Smiling Desperado may something pot-boiler, 
but expertly done, (Pocketbook 1168, $0.25; 
Will Ermine’sWar the Saddle Rock, (Pocket- 
book 1169, $0.25; I), dates from 1945, but reprinted 
paperback for the first time John Hunter’s Ride 
the Wind South, (Permabook M-3092, $0.25; 
little too violent, but tells exciting tale search 
for gold. 


Science Fiction: 

Philip Farmer’s The Green Odyssey, (Ballantine 210, 
$0.35; IIb), rather second-hand adventure tale 
spaceman lost planet and surviving post- 
medieval humanoid culture with the aid calculat- 
ing buxom wench Hal Clement’s From Outer 
Space, (Avon T-175, $0.35; IIa), drags its feet tracking 
down alien spirit from space before can harm the 
human race Science Fiction Carnival, edited 
Frederick Brown and Mack Reynolds, presents dozen 
tales leading S-F writers, exploring different aspects 
mankind’s possible future. not bad anthology 
for S-F fans, (Bantam A-1615, $0.35; Some- 
time, Never collects three tales fantasy-imagination, 
first published England and good cut above ordi- 
nary, William Golding, John Wyndham, and Mer- 
vyn Peake. One story mythical Imperial Rome 
almost ruined premature invention steam, gun- 
powder and printing; another the story world 
women without men; the third fantasy struggle 
between natural good and evil, (Ballantine 215, $0.35; 
The Year’s Greatest Science-Fiction and Fan- 
tasy, edited Judith Merril, (Dell B-110, $0.35; IIa), 
contains stories and novelettes for the aficionado. 
The second annual volume such stories, should, 
perhaps, have been identified the year, 1957. 


General Fiction: 

What Makes Sammy Run? one Budd Schulberg’s 
first big successes, (Bantam A-1617, $0.35; IV); written 
1940-1941, was smashingly devastating picture 
Hollywood, with accent the shady side... 
Cronin’s Thing Beauty, (Bantam F-1624, $0.50; 
I), was reviewed Best Sellers June Ian 
Mackersey’s Position Unknown, (Permabook M-4081, 
$0.35; I), was reviewed here May The 
Corsair Madeleine Kent, (Permabook M-4076, $0.35; 
was noted here Nov. 15, Eugene Bur- 
dick’s The Ninth Wave, (Dell F-60, $0.50; III), was 
reviewed here June Frank Yerby’s Captain 
Rebel, (Pocketbook C-249, $0.35; IIb), stars lady- 
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killing Confederate gun-runner, heel who finally 
(Pocketbook C-259, $0.35; III), concerned with 
tery, murder, deception the usual fictional big ray 
slice-of-life stuff Alexander Baron’s The Golden 
Princess, (Bantam A-1634, $0.35; superbly 
written recreation the conquest Mexico well worth 
reading; this somewhat abridged edition the 
original which appeared June, 1955 
Boltar’s Appointment Only, (Dell B-111, 
IIb), another the familiar dedicated 
ing pieces through playing around with 


adventures; stock incidents, stock characters 


Moore’s Chocolates for Breakfast, (Bantam 
$0.35; IV), is, with all deference the publisher, 
badly written basically saccharine account 
girl’s pagan day dreams; one wonders how ever 
printed all, until one remembers the fuss 
Randall and the River Time, (Bantam 
$0.35; which goes back the disintegrating 
fantry officer into court for killing adulterer. 


General Non-Fiction: 

Herbert Asbury’s 1933 account the early years 
San Francisco, The Barbary Coast, was first reprinted 
Pocketbook 1947. This new but 
edition, (Pocketbook C-251, $0.35; IIa) Gene 
ler’s story Mayor Jimmy Walker, Beau 
affectionately written and comes paperback tim: 
for the release the movie, (Bantam A-1626, 
Cf. B.S. April 15, 1949) Serenade the 
Bird Bert Stiles, (Ballantine 216, $0.35; I), 
the B-17s, the Flying Fortresses World War 
fame Three Great Irishmen, Arland Ussher, 
(Mentor MD-205, $0.50; collection essays 
one each Shaw, Yeats, and James Joyce 
The Alexander Hamilton Reader, edited 
garet Hall, (Oceana, $1.00; and the 
William Maitland Reader, edited Delany, 
(Oceana, $1.00; IIa), are recommended handy supple 
mentary reading for history and law students, and 
teresting also the educated lay reader 
from Sports selected Charles 
(Permabook M-3083, and Mating 
cartoons courtship, etc., Reamer Keller, (Bantam 
1623, $0.25; suffer the usual handicap 
pocket-size reprints drawings: you need readin 
glass see Jerry Lieberman has 
put lot quips, puns, stories and other japeries 
The Laff Parade, (Pocketbook 1144, $0.25; I), which 
should help amateur after-meal speakers. 
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